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PROTECTING YOUR CREATIONS:
THE VITAL ROLE OF INTELLECTUAL
PROPERTY IN UGANDA



INTRODUCTION

In today’s fast-paced and highly competitive business environment, protecting

intellectual property (IP) has never been more crucial. Intellectual property

rights, which include patents, trademarks, and copyrights, serve as vital tools

for safeguarding innovations, fostering creativity, and securing a competitive

edge. For businesses operating in Uganda, understanding the legal landscape

surrounding IP protection is essential to ensure the longevity and success of

their innovations.

BACKGROUND

Intellectual property refers to creations of the mind, such as
inventions, literary and artistic works, designs, symbols,
names, and images used in commerce. The legal frame-
work for IP protection in Uganda is primarily governed by
the Uganda Registration Services Bureau (URSB), which
oversees the registration and enforcement of IP rights. Key
legislation includes the Patents Act, the Trademarks Act,
and the Copyright and Neighbouring Rights Act, which
align with international treaties such as the Agreement on
Trade-Related Aspects of Intellectual Property Rights
(TRIPS) and the Paris Convention.

Patents: Patents grant inventors exclusive rights to their
inventions, preventing others from making, using, or selling
the invention without permission. In Uganda, patents are
valid for 20 years from the filing date, subject to annual
renewal fees. It is crucial for inventors to conduct thorough
patent searches to ensure their inventions are novel and to
avoid potential infringement on existing patents.
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Trademarks: Trademarks protect brand names, logos,
slogans, and other identifiers that distinguish goods and
services in the marketplace. Registering a trademark with
URSB provides legal protection against unauthorized use
and helps build brand recognition and trust. Trademarks

in Uganda are initially registered for seven years and can
be renewed indefinitely every ten years.

Copyrights: Copyrights protect original works of authorship,
including literary, musical, and artistic works. In Uganda, copyright
protection is automatic upon creation and lasts for the lifetime of
the author plus 50 years. Registering copyrights with URSB,

although not mandatory, provides additional legal advantages in
enforcement and dispute resolution.

The Importance of Intellectual Property Protection

For businesses and entrepreneurs in Uganda, securing IP rights is not merely a
legal formality but a strategic necessity. Intellectual property protection offers
several significant benefits:

Exclusivity and Competitive Advantage: - Brand Loyalty and Trust: Trade-

IP rights grant exclusive control over marks help build brand identity
innovations, enabling businesses to and customer loyalty, crucial for
maintain a competitive edge in the long-term business success.
market.

- Deterrence of Infringement: Legal
e , rotection deters competitors from
Monetization and Revenue Generation: P P

- : copying or misusing protected IP,
IP assets can be licensed, franchised, or Pying agp

. " ing the risk of ket diluti
sold, providing additional revenue reducing the risk of market dilution

and financial losses.
streams.
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CONCLUSION

In Uganda, safeguarding your innovations through intellectual property

protection is a fundamental aspect of business strategy. As the business
landscape continues to evolve, the importance of securing patents,
trademarks, and copyrights cannot be overstated.

Businesses and entrepreneurs should proactively seek to understand
the IP laws and regulations applicable to their innovations. Conducting
regular IP audits, registering IP assets with the URSB, and consulting with
legal professionals specializing in IP law are essential steps to ensure
comprehensive protection. By taking these measures, you can safeguard
your innovations, enhance your competitive position, and contribute to a
robust and dynamic business environment in Uganda.

This publication is for informational and advisory purposes only.

PKF assumes no responsibility for any loss or damage resulting
from actions taken or not taken based on the material published.

NAILA KOBUSINGE RAZAK KUSIIMA
Director, Corporate Senior Corporate Service
& Legal Services Associate - Legal Department
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